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Project Summary: This project is the operation of the Southwest Neighborhoods Inc Coalition, which 
supports 17 of the 94 neighborhood associations recognized by the City of Portland. Civic Life Grant 
funds cover the equivalent of 4 FTE staff positions. The Civic Life grant does not cover all operating 
expenses of the organization, in FY 19-20 the SWNI Board must raise an additional $53,300 to meet 
basic operating costs.  
 
Summary of Partnerships and Success Stories from July to December 2019: SWNI has successfully 
partnered with local communities, neighborhood businesses and other nonprofit organizations as well 
as city, county, and regional government partners to address our mission of empowering civic action to 
maintain and improve the livability of Southwest neighborhoods. Successes featured are in the 
narrative portion of this report include:  
 

 
July 2019 
 

 
SWNI host {ŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ΨtǊƛŎŜŘ hǳǘΩ -  SWNI and the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability partnered 
ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ΨtǊƛŎŜŘ hǳǘΩΣ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ мр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 
gentrification in Portland. Over 60 people attended the screening and engaged in a facilitated 
community conversation after the movie.  
 

 
Southwest Corridor Light Rail project. SWNI partnered with Tri-Met to publicize a July meeting of the 
{ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ was open to the 
public and invited feedback from neighborhood, business and community groups to discuss the 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ tŀǊƪ ϧ wƛŘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻǇŜǊŀōƭŜ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘ, and the conceptual design report. 
The Southwest Corridor Light Rail Project will bring high-capacity transit to one of the most congested 
travel corridors in our region. 
 
Grauer Back-to-School project ς The Grauer back-to-school project is an annual collaboration of 
several nonprofit groups and local church organizations. SWNI partners by highlighting the event in SW 
News each year and helping to recruit volunteers and donations. Now in its 18th year, the project 
provides SW neighborhood students who are eligible for free or reduced school lunch programs, with 
brand new clothing and backpacks filled with school supplies. Approximately 351 children were served.  
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Arnold Creek NNO, Photo by Sue Strater 

 
 
Summer events ς In July and August, Southwest residents enjoyed many activities and events hosted 
by neighborhood and business associations with support from the SWNI coalition. These volunteer-run 
organizations hosted pancake breakfasts, National Night Out parties, concerts and movies in the parks, 
and ΨMultnomah Days.Ω All of these events are free to residents and help build a sense of community. 
To make these events happen, neighbors and local business owners volunteer thousands of hours to 
partner with SWNI, Portland Parks and Recreation, Civic Life Community Safety staff, and other 
nonprofit community organizations. At a conservative estimate, over 10,000 neighbors participated in 
southwest summer events. Roughly 4,000 volunteer organizing hours were contributed to make these 
events happen, at $25.43 per volunteer hour (Independent Sector value of a volunteer hour) that is a 
$101,720 value to our city. In addition, to organizing efforts, volunteers also raised the funds necessary 
to produce these events.  
 
 
National Night Out (NNO). In August, over 30 community and neighborhood association sponsored 
events were held in SW Portland in celebration of National Night Out. An estimated 2,000 people 
attended parties in order to strengthen community cohesiveness and promote public safety and get to 
know their neighbors and local officials. SWNI promoted the events in our all-household July 
newspaper and in our regular August newspaper. 
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South Burlingame Neighborhood Emergency Teams at their National Night Out party. 
 

{²bLΩǎ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ Neighborhood Emergency Teams (NETs) to attend 
all National Night Out events sponsored by SWNI. At these events, NETs are available to inform 
and engage neighbors on how to prepare for emergency situations and encourage them to 
work together in times of crisis.  
 

 
Southwest Hills Residential League Annual Picnic-in-the-Park. 
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Summer Free for All concerts and movies in the Park - 2,825 attendees. Neighborhood Associations 
and community groups partnered with Portland Parks & Recreation to host Concerts and Movies in the 
Park this summer. Five movies with earlier live performances by local musicians were held in SWNI 
neighborhoods. The public was invited to these free events, which were presented with funds raised 
from neighborhood association partnerships with local businesses, silent auctions, raffles, etc. Each 
movie requires a minimum of $900 to be raised by the sponsoring neighborhood/organization 

 
Movies in the Park events within SW Portland:  
 Hayhurst NA - Pendleton Park (first time event)  
 Friends of Spring Garden Park (in Multnomah NA) - Spring Garden Park (first time event) 
 Bridlemile NA - Hamilton Park   
 South Portland - Elizabeth Caruthers Park 
 Maplewood NA - April Hill Park  
 
 

 
Friends of Spring Garden Park hosted fist-time event at Spring Garden Park. 
 
Hillsdale Blueberry Pancake Breakfast ς SWNI once again partnered with the Hillsdale Business 
& Professional Association to promote their 43rd Annual Blueberry Pancake Breakfast. 
Customers (625) enjoyed sausage and pancakes. The 14th annual book sale was also held the 
same day to benefit the non-profit Hillsdale Community Foundation which initiates and 
supports many community projects. SWNI promotes the event and loans event supplies. 

 
Gabriel Park Open House ς The SWNI Parks and Community Centers Committee partnered with the 
Portland Parks and Recreation to sponsor an open house concerning a new inclusive playground at 
Gabriel Park. The open house took place in July and invited public feedback on a draft of the final 
design for the new playground.  
 
Support to Neighborhood Emergency Teams (NETs) ς In the July and August issues of SW News, SWNI 
publishes a section that lists each NET team in SW Portland, their meeting times and contact 
information to help promote NETs and recruit members to be trained. There are 16 NET teams in SW 
Portland neighborhoods. Neighborhood Emergency Teams are neighbors trained by the Portland 
Bureau of Emergency Management. They are preparing for the Cascadia earthquake, but deploy during 
floods, fires, water main breaks, ice-storms, etc. They volunteer during disasters to do search and 
rescue as well as hazard and crowd control. Meetings are open to all.  
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Neighborhood House Senior Programs ς SWNI partners with Neighborhood House to promote many 
of their senior and youth activities. Each month we run almost a full page of news for the broader 
community about educational event, entertaining activities, and shopping trips for seniors.  
 
Neighborhood House Preschool Programs ς In July SW News featured a story about Neighborhood 
HouseΩǎ preschool programs which helps low-income and recent immigrant children prepare for a 
successful transition to kindergarten. The programs promote more than early learning, supporting 
healthy physical, behavioral and social development, all key to school readiness, as well. Head Start 
serves families with incomes at or below the poverty level. Preschool Promise assists lower-income 
working families. Both programs provide support services designed to strengthen the whole family, 
including helping parents improve their employment prospects. Neighborhood House is practically the 
only social service provider in SW Portland and SWNI is a strong partner in promoting all programs 
 

 
 
SW Trails ςSWNI partners with SW Trails to promote their monthly hikes and other similar activities 
geared towards hiking and socializing. All community members are welcome and encouraged to get 
outside and explore the many trails of SW Portland. SWNI ran an additional PSA in our September issue 
to announce a SW Trails walk with Multnomah County Commissioner, Sharon Meieran.  
 

SWNI Watershed Resource Center hosts summer campers  
Once a week during the month of July, summer campers from Neighborhood House joined WRC at 

local parks, natural areas, and trails to learn more about nature right in their own backyards. Campers 

learned about various uses of native plants, and even got to nibble on some of our native edible nuts and 

berries! They also spent time being scientists (sampling water from a local creek to determine whether it 

is clean enough to support valuable wildlife), and helped to steward our natural spaces by removing 

invasive weeds.  
 

August 2019 
 

Civic Life Code Revision Summit - SWNI held a Summit meeting on July 31st to discuss the code 
changes that Civic Life had proposed. The meeting aimed to develop a solution-oriented position to 
present to city council and other vested parties. Over 120 people from southwest as well as the rest of 
ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ aǳƭǘƴƻƳŀƘ !Ǌǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳ. A lively question and answer period 
was held with audience members and panelists followed by small group discussions. SWNI published 
reports on this proposal in SW News every month from July-December to engage Portlanders in the 
process.  
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Multnomah Arts Center - SWNI is located in the Portland Parks and RecreationΩǎ Multnomah Arts 
Center (MAC) so we work closely with them on many projects. We frequently rent meeting and event 
room space from the Arts Center. MAC helps promote our events by posting our printed flyers as well 
as posting our events on the marquee in the front of the building on Capitol Highway. SWNI, in turn 
uses SW News to help promote Parks and Rec. MAC events through PSAs like the July performances of 
Willy Wonka, Once on This Island and The Odyssey. In our August issue we ran an article concerning 
ΨōǊƛŘƎŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ a!/ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ a!/ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƻ 
thousands of citizens every week. In the September issue of SW News, we ran a PSA publicizing the 
start of class registration for the hundreds of classes that take place at the MAC.  
 
Multnomah Days 2019 - Multnomah Days on August 17th was very successful with an estimated 6,000 
attending. Many new businesses in the Multnomah Village Business Association participated in the 
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ΨYŜŜǇ Lǘ tǊŜǘǘȅΣ wƻǎŜ /ƛǘȅΩΦ SWNI secured all permits (street 
banner, noise, parade and street closure for a Community event) and devoted a large section of SW 
News to promotion of the event. {²bLΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ four partner tables (West 
Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District, Bureau of Environmental Services, Friends of April Hill 
Park, and Tryon Creek Watershed Council, as well as a few other Friends groups). SWNI also helped 
coordinate and promote Central PrecinctΩǎ Multnomah Days activities in the MACΩǎ front parking lot 
with distribution of free ice-cream bars and many interactive booths, like the K-9 unit, the Forensic 
Evidence Division, the Bike Theft Task Force and more. All parade marchers donated funds or non-
ǇŜǊƛǎƘŀōƭŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƻ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ IƻǳǎŜΩǎ Emergency Food Box.  
 
Neighborhood House grant for immigrant business owners ς SWNI partner, Neighborhood House 
received a $30,000 grant to support their Child Care Improvement Project (CCIP), an innovative 
entrepreneurial program that includes educational and technical assistance, and has proven benefits 
for low-income children, working parents and minority/immigrant women. Through CCIP, immigrant 
women are trained and supported in establishing in-home childcare businesses providing quality child 
care for other low-income families and preparing young children for school. Once established, these 
businesses employ other women, thus propelling entire communities forward.  
 
Multnomah County Library ς SWNI supports our partner, the Multnomah County Library with 
promotion about their events at the Capitol Hill and Hillsdale libraries every month.  
 
SWNI Small Grant Event - Senior Resource Fair ς A Senior Resource Fair was funded in part by the City 
ƻŦ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ {²bLΩǎ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ {Ƴŀƭƭ DǊŀƴǘ tǊƻƎǊam. SWNI and over 40 partners made the 
Senior Resource Fair a success, including Neighborhood House, St. Luke Church, Meals On Wheels 
People, Driftwood Coffee, Sesame Donuts, Thinker Toys, Symbiosis Printing and more. The Fair took 
place in September with SWNI promoting it in both the August and September issues of SW News. 
Seniors were invited to learn more about Medicare assistance, senior housing support, education 
opportunities, health and wellness support and services to help seniors feel safe.  
 
SWNI Watershed Resource Center host Bull Run Watershed trip  
Watershed Resource Center was lucky enough to take a tour of the Bull Run watershed in August. 

Portland's drinking water source is as pure as it gets, and Bull Run has been providing the city with 

clean and safe drinking water since 1895. It was amazing to see this pristine source of our water.  
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September 2019  
 
Hillsdale NA - Wilson High School Community Conversation ς In September the Hillsdale 
Neighborhood Association sponsored a community conversation for all to discuss incidents of racism 
and anti-Semitism that took place at Wilson High School. Concerns about student health and safety 
were also examined with Wilson High School students, parents, Portland Public Schools administration, 
board members and interested community members. Approximately 120 people attended.  
 
League of Women Voters panel discussion ς SWNI partnered with the League of Women Voters by 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƛǾƛŎ ǇŀƴŜƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ άLƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ tǳōƭƛŎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ They invited 
all to learn about exciting new programs in Portland schools. In spite of funding challenges in recent 
years, they have found innovative ways to foster learning and equity for students. In general, their 
programs are designed to inform the community about current issues.  
 
Head Start Enrollment ς In September, SWNI helped promote partner, Neighborhood House, as they 
began enrolling for Head Start and Early Head Start ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘΩǎ small classes ensure 
individualized attention for each student, while teacher and parent collaboration promotes a culture of 
continued learning and development once the bell rings. Head Start is a state funded program that 
helps children ages 3ς5 prepare for kindergarten and beyond by building social competence and 
developing school readiness skills.  
 
SWNI Watershed Resource Center host Bull Run Watershed trip  
Watershed Resource Center was lucky enough to take a tour of the Bull Run watershed in August. 

Portland's drinking water source is as pure as it gets, and Bull Run has been providing the city with 

clean and safe drinking water since 1895. It was amazing to see this pristine source of our water.  

 
South Portland NA - Grover Street Tunnel Cleanup - In September 2019, the South Portland 
Neighborhood Association put out the call for volunteers to help clean up the South Grover Tunnel and 
surrounding area. The event was organized by residents in Lair Hill who worked with SOLVE. The 
government tunnel is a pedestrian and stroller, bike, wheelchair accessible walkway under SW Naito 
parkway at SW Grover St. It connects the east and west parts of the Lair Hill Neighborhood that are 
divided by the non-accessible 4 lanes of SW Naito.  
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October 2019 
 

Civic Engagement Summit follow-up ς After the Code Revision Summit in late July, the Multnomah 
Neighborhood Association invited the public to their next meeting on September 10th, to hear from 
Office of Community & Civic Life Director, Suk Rhee about the state of the code revision process. About 
70 people attended the meeting. A copy of both the current code and the proposed code revision was 
posted on the SWNI website along with information about how to contact city council members.  
 

SWNI Public Safety Community Policing Appreciation Night - In October, we held a Community 
Policing Appreciation Night to give residents an opportunity to meet with police in an informal and 
casual setting. {²bLΩǎ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ and SW Kiwanis partnered to host the event which 
encouraged residents and police to work together for safer and more livable communities. About 65 
people attended the free event, which included refreshments, door prizes and live music. A special 
display from the Portland Police Museum and Historical Society was set up for public viewing as well. 
The public brought hats, gloves, socks for the Sunshine Division, which has been partnering with 
tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘ tƻƭƛŎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфно ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ōƻȄŜǎΣ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LȊȊȅΩǎ YƛŘǎ {ƘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ /ƻǇ 
program also helped with distribution of the donated goods.    
 

SWNI Stormwater Stars Workshops Kickoff ς In October and November the Stormwater Stars program 
offered three workshops to teach Portlanders how to deal with stormwater challenges such as steep 
slopes, runoff, compacted soils, poor infiltration and more. The workshop was put on by the SW 
Watershed Resource Center and its partners, which include West Multnomah Soil & Water 
Conservation District, Bureau of Environmental Services, and Southwest Neighborhoods, Inc.    
 

Hayhurst NA - Back-to-School Safety Vigil - The Hayhurst NA conducted at least eight safety vigils in 
the past six years to highlight pedestrian and bike safety on busy neighborhood streets. They also 
partnered with Maplewood and Bridlemile NAs in sponsoring many of these vigils. SWNI supplied 
saŦŜǘȅ ǾŜǎǘǎΣ ŎƻƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ άtƭŜŀǎŜ 5ǊƛǾŜ {ƭƻǿƭȅέ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ 
drive safely. Officers from Central Precinct participated to issue warnings about speeding, distracted 
driving, and other infractions. 
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Collins View NA Crow Talk - Approximately 160 people attended the free Collins View neighborhood 
association-sponsored presentation about Portland's downtown crow roost on October 8th. Speaker 
Gary Granger gave his audience many interesting facts to pass along to those who couldn't attend. It 
was a very successful, fun and informational event and is evidence that our neighborhood associations 
and SWNI do provide an important and necessary component to inclusion and livability in Portland in 
more ways than those acknowledged by City Hall. 
 
Meet & Greet with Civic Life Community Safety Coordinators ς The Community Safety Program 
(formerly Crime Prevention) provided Neighbors Together trainings in replacement of Neighborhood 
Watch trainings. {²bLΩǎ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ used their monthly meeting time to host the event 
for neighborhood organizers and interested community members to meet other organizers and gain 
understanding about the new training and updated materials. Community members in Neighbors West 
NW and SE Uplift coalitions were also welcomed to the event.  
 
Kiwanis Club collecting books for Markham Elementary ς SWNI promoted our partner, The Kiwanis 
Club of SW Hills, as they raised funds for books and collected new and gently used books for Markham 
Elementary School. To promote literacy another way, the Markham school librarian created ŀ άwƻƻƳ 
of Recommendation,έ which is a cozy nook within the library stocked with titles recommended 
exclusively by Markham students.  
 
Halloween in the Village ς To finish off the month of October, SWNI helped support the Multnomah 
±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ event. For two hours, the streets were filled 
with neighborhood residents of all ages as an estimated 2000 trick-or-treaters went from business to 
business collecting treats. SNWI lent out signage for crowd control and distributed candy to all, as well 
as 1,500 reflective flashing safety lights. SWNI also provided advertising space in SW News worth $200.  
 

 
 
November 2019 
 

West Portland Town Center project - SWNI partnered with the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability 
to promote a November workshop to share and explore ideas for making West Portland Town Center a 
welcoming, accessible and inclusive place for all. Discussions also included housing and displacement, 
health, economic prosperity for low-income residents, transportation and stormwater improvements, 
economic development, zoning changes, urban design and making SW communities more resilient in 
an era of climate change and rising costs. The event had a great turnout with over 80 people offering 
thoughtful input. 
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SW Fall Cleanup ς SWNI again partnered with SW Community Recycling and the Portland Christian 
Center, as volunteers, neighbors and organizers came together to keep recyclables out of the waste 
ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊōŀƎŜ ŎŀƴΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘion to SW Community 
Recycling, cleanup partners included Bureau of Planning and Sustainability, SOLV, Metro, Heiberg 
Garbage, Green Century Recycling, and Agilyx Corp. 498 vehicles came to drop off items that included: 
 

*18.79 tons of bulky waste (in 9 drop boxes)   *70 SOLVE bags of litter 

*8615 lbs. of scrap metal      *4620.5 lbs. of electronics 

*2200 lbs. of batteries      *1.5 drop box loads of Styrofoam 

*102 lbs. of cork      *610 CFL lightbulbs 

*648 printer cartridges and 25 toner cartridges  *8 lbs. of food pouches 

*12 lbs. of toothbrushes/floss containers 

*30 loads from seniors/disabled residentsô homes 

*9 lbs. of snack bar wrappers and an additional 6 lbs. of silver-lined snack bags 
 

 

We had a total of 107 volunteers that focused on collecting litter around the neighborhood and 
managing the event on-site. We also picked up items from 20 seniors or disabled residents who 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƭŜŀƴǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ {² bŜǿǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ 
and partner websites.  
 

 
 
 

Civic Life Code Hearing ς In November, SWNI again publicized the status of the Civic Life Code 3.96 
revision process. A hearing was scheduled for November 14th so the public could be updated on the 
proposed code changes. SWNI submitted formal comments and testified, as did many of our member 
neighborhood associations and partners. 
 

Marshall Park Bridges - Marshall Park NA, SW Trails and the SWNI Parks committee worked together 
to lobby the Parks bond committee for replacement of three bridges within Marshall Park and Foley-
Balmer Natural Area. The project was part of the Phase II Parks Replacement Bond Project list in 2017. 
Construction is now complete, and the new bridges are open for use by delighted neighbors and PP&R 
natural areas staff.  


