
Figure 1 : I want to cut a tree on my property, do I need a permit? 
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Does the site have a single family dwelling 
on it, and the site cannot be further divided?   

Is the site zoned single family dwelling? 

Is the dwelling used as a single family residence? 
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Is the tree within 10 feet of the street or in a 
planting strip associated with sidewalk? 

Is the tree cutting part of a clearing or grading 
process? 

Call Urban Forestry  
for Permit 

Has the property been subdivided, a house been built on the property, or a 
house been remodeled, or a deck been built since 1970? OR  
Has there been a Land Use Review? 

Is the tree a Heritage tree? 

Is the tree ≥12” DBH ?  

Is the tree on the 
nuisance plant list? 

Is the property:  in an environmental zone? 
 in a scenic zone? 
 in a plan district ? 

A permit 
is not 
required 

Is the property designated an 
historical landmark? 

Call Urban 
Forestry  
for Permit

A permit may be required, check 
with BDS 

Contact BDS to 
determine if 
historic tree 
– If yes, 
permission 
needed from 
Historic 
Landmarks 
Commission. 
 – If no, then a 
permit is not 
needed to cut 
the tree. 

Call Urban 
Forestry  
for Permit 

Are you in the process of dividing the property, building or remodeling a structure on the property? 

Call BDS to 
determine 
what permits 
& plans are 
required (they 
will check to 
see if permits 
are required 
from Urban 
Forestry or 
Historic 
Landmark 
Commission.) 


