Far Southwest Neighborhood Association Meeting
Tuesday, November 17th, 2009
I. Guests:
A. Tim Hall, Portland Water Bureau: Federal government has mandated that all water Charirreservoirs have to be covered or treated to protect against- City is trying to seek a variance to the treatment rules to treat for kryptospiridium. Portland is saying the source of our water comes from the Bull Run, which is very pure water. We’re being asked to treat for something there is no sign of. Randy Leonard requested a variance on the open water source. They’re no longer allowed, either cover the water or treat it at all five of the water reservoir outlets. The city will disconnect all the open reservoirs  by 2014 if we can’t get a variance. Otherwise, the city will get an expensive fine for noncompliance.  Fulton Pump Station- build inside Willamette Park? The Water Bureau has compensated the parks Bureau to purchase space within the park to build the pump station. New bathroom facilities and storage capacity will be added as well. 
B. Officer Caspar, PPB liaison officer to FSWNA: Mail theft – missing letter from 
mailbox near Vacuna, call in about teenagers at church near Kruse Ridge area- smoking pot, Comcast guys in orange vest coming at night trying to upsell their products, smokers at PCC wandering into Lesser Park and onto neighbors’ property. No big car prowls lately, problem with the Big Bang using the phrase “school girls” on their sign.  Ken Goodwin, Public Safety at PCC, mentioned several car break-ins on the North side of the campus.
II. Committee Reports:
A. SWNI Board, FSW (Marcia): Several guests from japan attended the September meeting. Interested in hearing about Portland’s neighborhood coalition. Sylvia was told that SWNI no longer has a tax exempt status.

 Crime Prevention (Marcia): At October meeting, Sharon White gave “crosswalk” presentation. Can call them to set up a crosswalk enforcement operation. We are on waiting list for cameras for speeding on Capitol and on Lesser. 
Parks (April):  Terry Davis from Portland Parks was there and City nature parks person. Parks is thinking about a bond measure to cover 200 projects on their list. Their budget is small and they’re being asked to cut their services and close community centers. The Marshall Community park is being open, and the SW Community Center . . . . A neighbor is starting up an adventure park. The Sellwood Bridge redo is going to affect a lot of the parks in that area with offramps. SNAP- Got an agreement to get an experimental trash can in the park at the Buddington & 55th St. entrance There will be a kiosk because of the amount of trash found in the park. A kiosk will installed at some point this next year. The habitat team got a grant to do restoration in the park. 

Trails (Virginia):  Gave input on the Portland master bike plan. Keith Lydon has pulled information together to help provide input on the priority areas in SW that needs improvements for bicycling. Portland Trails- liability issues when a trail is on a city right of way that abuts someone’s property because owners are liable for an accidents that occur on their property- still not resolved over a year later. 
Transportation (Marcia for Charles): High capacity transit expected on Barbur in next 20 years. Concerns expressed by neighborhoods that some of the “gingerbread” houses will be bulldozed although they are of historic value. Smart Access program will offer grant so that people can use materials to make a video of their neighborhood. Bureau of Developmental Services has lost half their staff because there is less building happening due to the economy. Schools committee will have a Cross Cultural Effectiveness night.  

III. Old Business:
A. West Portland Crossroads Forum: This will be the new name for West Portland Town Center. Will involve Taylor’s Ferry. City plans to make major changes and will set guidelines for the development. Planners have created a survey that neighbors can access through Survey Monkey to give input, as well as businesses in the area. The forum will be held on Feb. 1st at the Multnomah Center. 

IV. New Business:
A. PCC smoking ban on campuses: Marlo Urbina from GED program at PCC expressed concern that smoking students have been hanging out in Lesser Park and surrounding neighborhoods. Students are coming back to class after breaks are high. Joe Urbina- many of the GED students have criminal backgrounds. 70-80% of GED students smoke. Hanging out at the western edge of the campus. Students are smoking marijuana as well as cigarettes. Ken Goodwin from Public Safety at PCC explained that the campus started working toward a smoke-free campus two years ago. Students are now hanging out on 55th Place. Ken would like to know what the “hot spots” are where the ban needs to be enforced. It’s a dilemma for the public safety officers to have to deal with enforcement. Some places- Lesser Park, 57th & Haines, 60th & Haines.  PS officers are now issuing citations. One neighbor saw 75-150 people in one day on the cul de sac near his house. He also saw a drug deal occur in the forested area near Lesser Park. Ken said that PCC is looking for a solution that will work for everyone. He invited neighbors present at the meeting to attend Smoking Task Force Ban Meetings. Marcia will get the names of folks who are interested and give them to Ken. The Tobacco Free Initiative grant will last for 3 months yet. Suggestion- two smoking areas on campus that are marked off and large enough for groups of people, one at the top of the campus and one at the bottom. Positive working relations- work with ham radio owners for disaster situations. 
B. Friends of Sylvania Park (April): A stewardship agreement- P Parks has come up with a better way to spell out what they can do for us. (See handout)
V. Upcoming Events:
11/22 & 12/6  Leaf Depots at Gabriel Park from 9:00am to 4:00pm.

12/7 Portland Community Plan Workshop at Wilson HS from 6:30-9:00 pm

The meeting was adjourned at  9:00pm.

The next meeting will be held on January 19th, 2009.

