Far Southwest Neighborhood Association Meeting
Tuesday, January 20, 2009

Chair: Marcia Leslie, Co-Chair April Ann Fong, Secretary: Jackie Elliott

I.
Guest Speaker: Tim Hall, Portland Water Bureau

 Tim discussed the different options for moving the Fulton Drinking Water Pump Station, which provides water to the SW neighborhood. Its current location is at SW Nevada St. at SW Macadam Ave. One option for the improvement is to build inside Willamette Park. This would involve a new 60 x 100 ft. water facility, which would include upgraded park restrooms. This would cost approximately $6 million.  The other two options are to rebuild on the current site or to purchase a new site. If the pump station is rebuilt on its current site, the Portland water Bureau will have to spend $7-8 million, and a temporary site would have to be built. The businesses around the site would be negatively impacted for three years during the construction. If the pump station were moved to the park, it would only take 2 years to build, which would save the ratepayers money. The option of purchasing a new site is possible but is the most expensive option because available private properties are rare on SW Nevada Street and have high real estate market values. A public meeting will be held on February 21, 2009 from 10am-12pm at the Portland French School at 6318 SW Corbett Ave.  The Parks Bureau is going out and talking to park users about the possibility.

II. Approval of November minutes:  The minutes were unanimously approved and have been posted to Http://swni.org/far_sw.

III. Committee Reports:

A.
SWNI Board (Marcia Leslie): The transportation committee is going to push toward working on certain projects and really promote them. One area that needs to be addressed is the problem with landslides in SW Portland. It will be really important for SWNI to lobby for what the neighborhood wants and neighbors may have to testify in Salem on short notice, or at least show up to show support in numbers. The December meeting was cancelled was going to focus on budget cuts for 2009. SWNI only has 3.5 positions and is being asked to look at cutting its budget by at least 10%, which would result in the loss of the part-time staff member. Community engagement funds would be reduced, grants would be reduced, and youth community projects would be cut.  The City wants all 7 of the coalition offices to reduce areas that are not essential to operations. The Portland Police Bureau has had to cut one police officer. Another issue that was discussed is that the DA gave guidelines on citizen-driven search warrants. A house in the neighborhood had a lot of traffic, possibly drug activity. Neighbors documented the frequent activity by noting the date, time, driver’s license #, whether money changed hands, etc. In the past, officers would do three buys at a drug house in order to get a search warrant, but that is no longer necessary.

B.
Crime Prevention (Marcia): The FSWNA put together a packet of materials for “Project Outreach”, which was funded by a grant from the Office of Neighborhood Involvement. These were distributed to meeting attendees, and Marcia plans to distribute the rest of the packets to the neighborhood in upcoming weeks.

C.
Parks (April Ann Fong): Right now SWNI has the attention of Terry Davis, the manager of Portland Parks & Recreation. The committee is trying to figure out the usage of pools in the area and is gathering current data. Several parks are applying for neighborhood park grants. Due to budget issues, there is now just one West Side Program Guide instead of one being produced for each community center.  A committee is working on making $ 2.9 million in cuts. Parkscan is going online- it’s a way for people to report problems in various parks and to follow up on what is being done to take care of the problem. There was a lot of damage in this neighborhood from all the snow; a tree from SNAP fell on a neighbor’s garage. The Parks Bureau took care of it right away. Several leaning trees were seen in Forest Park. April brought maps of Portland showing all the green spots (numbered) and where all the trails and amenities are located.

D.
Trails (Virginia): The December meeting got snowed out. An article in the Oregonian today discussed how the city has used city property to join city trails to make walking safer and more attractive. However, trails that run adjacent to homeowners means that they are liable for accidents, etc., that occur there. There is a deadlock right now, so the trail building has been stopped until the issue is resolved. They city wants it to be treated like any park or trail area where a person is liable for his or her own actions. Virginia said that overall she is very impressed with the intricate trail system. On the second Saturday of the month, a trails group meets at Wilson HS. 

E.
Transportation (Chuck):  Chuck was out of town during the November meeting, where the committee discussed making changes to Barbur Boulevard. The December meeting got snowed out.  There are plans for stimulus funding, but it depends on how much is available in the budget. Money may just go strictly to maintenance or projects that are already on the books. 

IV.   Old Business:

A. Fire Station 18 will not be built on Barbur Boulevard next to Public Storage. Portland will cover the cost of Station 31 in Gresham and lease it to Gresham to recover the costs. They need to make a decision on this right away. The money that has been spent on planning is not a waste because Gresham plans to use the plans and keep the existing station. They would have had to get rid of the HAZMAT equipment because there would be no room for it in the new building. There is a possibility of adding another floor onto the existing building.

B. Project Outreach- This packet of information will go to every house in this neighborhood. It contains a summary of the services provided by SWNI and the neighborhood association. It also includes phone numbers to call, information on establishing a Neighborhood Watch, Southwest Problem solving resources, and identity theft protection tips. Marcia will ask for volunteers to help assemble the 500 packets and then delivering them throughout the neighborhood. There’s a confidential survey that people can fill out about disasters. There is also a “KYN” flyer, - a know your neighborhood handout, which lists steps to take in a disaster. We need to recruit people for the neighborhood team. 
V. New Business:

A.  Marcia asked for suggestions for speakers/ topics for future meetings; she created a list of possible speakers from previous meeting discussions on a check-off sheet, which can be filled out and submitted to Marcia at the next meeting. 

B. 2nd annual FUN Picnic- SWNI got the grant for next year; we asked for $650 but only received $500. We talked about August 8th  as the date for the picnic. When SWNI did the postcard mailing, we were told it would be about $20. Marcia asked for the information twice but didn’t get it in time. Sylvia will try to help us with the mailing next year, but she's not sure if there’s money. Marcia may try to survey people to find out how they learned about the FUN picnic. April got good responses from people by knocking on doors.

VI. Upcoming events:
A.  January 24th- SNAP work party. There are plans to plant in SNAP eventually, a little this year and more next.

B.  School visits: School tours- see handout from Will Fuller- The schools want neighborhood people to visit the schools and see the conditions. There are lots of maintenance projects on hold due to budgets. 

C.  There will be a public meeting on PP & R Trail Design Guidelines, January 26, 6-7 pm; it will be held at the SW Community Center at Gabriel Park, 6820 SW 45th.

D.  Naturescaping workshops are being held on January 27, 28, and 29th. If interested, you need to sign up in advance.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:20 pm. The next meeting is on March 17, 2009 at 7:00 pm in the breakfast room at the Comfort Suites Southwest (11340 SW 60th Ave., Portland, OR, 97219| Phone: (503) 768-4400).

