
Far Southwest Neighborhood Association Meeting

Tuesday, September 15th, 2008

Comfort Suites, Acting Co-chairs: Marcia Leslie and April Ann Fong, Acting Secretary: Jackie Elliott

I. A. Guest Speaker Ginny Stromer, SWNI

Ginny told us that board members must sign a statement which indicates a policy about conflict of interest regarding use of SWNI funds to hire family, friends, etc. for SWNI sponsored events. Ginny said that SWNI can provide assistance to FSWNA in the following ways. They can: provide 200 copies per month for FSWNA, send out postcards to advertise events, provide support for our projects, help create a “Welcome Book” for new neighbors, use funds to translate materials into other languages, and provide funds for bus tickets and childcare vouchers, so that people can attend the meetings. 

B. Guest Speaker Scott Schleitzer, representative for the Children’s Levy

Scott attended the meeting to inform the neighborhood association about the importance of voting yes on Measure 26-94, which would renew the Portland Children’s Levy. This would renew the tax levy, not increase it. The levy is a citywide investment in early childhood education, child abuse prevention and intervention programs, after-school programs, and youth mentoring. Sixty-seven nonprofits receive money from the Levy, including Neighborhood House in FSW. Only 5% of the money goes toward administrative overhead.

II. Approval of July 15th Meeting Minutes

The minutes were unanimously approved and have been posted to

http://swni.org/far_sw.

III. Committee Reports

A. SWNI Board (Marcia Leslie): Marcia discussed how the money overseen by SWNI is being used.

B. Trails Committee (April Ann Fong for Virginia Hendrickson): A problem has come to the attention of the trails committee recently. Some people who live close to trails have been removing signs for designated recreation trails due to fear of liability.  SWNI will ask about the rules about this.

C. Parks Committee (April Ann Fong): The committee met at SW Community Center, where they have a skateboard park, a phenomenal teen program, special programs for Seniors, and a summer parks program at Markham Elementary. Willamette Park held 5 summer concerts, which were very successful- 900-1000 attended. Outdoor movies were really popular, too.  At Spring Garden Park, they are working on an adventure park with logs, planting sunflowers, and finding other ways to make it imaginative for children. The committee is still looking into the lack of an aquatics facility for the SW. Pools close for maintenance in September. There is a new manager, Dan Moeller, and volunteer coordinator, Rachel Felice for SNAP, whom April can check in with. 

D. Transportation (Chuck Radosta): There is a meeting tomorrow,  at which Metro will discuss a high capacity transit in the Barbur area.  Metro and ODOT will discuss where we want funding to go.

IV. Old Business:

A. Results of the first annual FSW picnic: 75 people showed up. We had a budget of $350, and $225 went toward the Gypsy Jazz West band, who provided the musical entertainment for the event.  A total of $1100 in food, beverages, and door prizes was donated by local businesses. Since the picnic was so successful, FSW may have another one next summer. Marcia would like to get the climbing wall for next year. April suggested holding the picnic earlier for National Night Out, but Marcia said that there is a ten-day window in which neighborhoods can have it. She also mentioned that at least 3 people in the neighborhood have antique cars- maybe a classic car show could be a part of the event next year.

B. Split Lot on Lesser Road: The builder got a “Skinny Lot” designation, and only four trees will be removed. There is also good storm water control now included in the plan. The final size of the split-off lot is 6800 ft. We can still challenge the decision that gets made by going to the Planning Commission. 

C. Communications Committee Letter:  A letter will be sent to NA and NBA Chairs and NA Board members to announce that Southwest Neighborhoods now has a new committee, the Communications Committee. The main purpose of the committee is to help neighborhoods with communications needs. Some examples of resources that they already offer are: SW Neighborhood News newspaper, SWNI website, and help with organizing neighborhood events, to name a few. The goal of the committee is to provide a communications resource center for southwest neighborhoods.

V. New Business:
A. There is a land use variance in the park for Station 18, so that they won’t have to back in on the North side.

B. Portland Parks & Recreation have asked FSWNA to complete a survey that will help them update their Parks 2020 Vision Plan. This will allow them to identify what they have accomplished and what still needs to be done. 

VI. Upcoming Events:

A. There is an upcoming bicycle workshop, where people can learn to do minor repairs, learn about safe riding practices, and gather tips on sharing the road with cars.

B. There will be a Back to School event at Markham Elementary. SWNI representatives will have our new laminated map on hand.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm. The next meeting is on November 18, 2008 at 7:00 pm at the Comfort Suites Southwest (11340 SW 60th Ave., Portland, OR, 97219 | Phone: (503) 768-4400).

